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Great Weight, 
OFFERED 
| To the Confideration of all Sobex 


People, and to Friends of Truth more 
Particularly : With Relation co their 


Early Care and Chriſtian Endeavour to 

Seaſon the Minds of their Children$ 
whilſt they are Young, with the Senlſe | | 
and Savour of the Spiric of Truth. 
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O Lord, Thnow that the Way of Man is not in 
himſelf, it is not in Man that walketh to dire& 
his Steps, Jer. 10. 23. 
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His Way of Man is the 
Way that God hath 
appointed him to Waik 

in, and it is a High Way of 


Holineſs and Happigeſs in God, 'H 


that 1s, in his- Divine Nature, 
VVill and Spirit, and is Oppo- 
ſed to the Low VVay of Sin 


and Imperfection that is in : 


Man's ſelf, Reſpecting his Cor- 
rupt Fleihly V Vill, Mind and 
Spirit : In each of theſe VVays 
there 1s a Law or Power, the 
one of Spirit and Life, the 0- 
A-2 tier 
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ther of $i and Death ; under 
this Law of .Siz and Death all 
Men have been Concluded, for 
as much as all have Sinned and 
fallen ſhort of the Glory of 
God ; that is, they have choſen 
their own V Vay, and followed 
the Thoughts and Devices of 
their own Hearts, which hath 
proved to be a VVay of Folly 
and Miſery, and {till continues 


{o to be, whatever otherwiſe 


Man may. think 1n his Earthly 
Senſual VViſdom, being in 
Captivity under the Law and 
Power of $iz and Death that 


Rules in him; m this State. 


many are whole and-at eaſe in 
a Self-fecurity, having given 
up themſelves to be Subfects to 
tat Kingdom, fſceks not, nor 

| delires 
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deſiresany other. But there are 
others, who, having heard the 
Call of God, are awakened toa 
{ſight and tenſe of their Condi- 
tion, 'and oftentimes Laments 
rhemſelves, and crys and ſeeks 
for a Deliverer; and of theſe 
there is ſome hopes, becauſe 
a- Deliverer is come out of 2702 
to turn away Ungodlineſs from 
Facov; that is, from him that 
wreſtleth for a Bleſſing : This 

_ Deliverer 1s Chriſt the Lord, 
| of whoſe-coming all the Holy 
. Patriarchs, Prophets and Apo- 
files bore witneſs, who. ſaid , 
The whole needs no Phyſician, bit 
thoſe that are Sick; I am not 
come to Call the Righteous, but 
Sinners to Repentance. 
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(6) 
Now this Deliverer (to wit) 
Chriſt, is that Way of Man 
ſpoken of by the Prophet Fe- 
” 0LBI remiah ( viz.) That 
1994S High Way of Hilineſs 
ana Happineſs in God, which 
leads from the. Earthly to the 
Heavenly, from the Kingdom 
of Satan to his own Bleſſed 
Kingdom with his' Father ; and 
this Way is his Divine Nature 


Manifeſted as a Law and Pow- 


kened to a ſenſe of our Condi- 
tion, and groans and longs for 
Deliverance, we cannot obtain 
it in our own: Wey and Will, 
for the VVay of Man is not 
in himfelf, it 1s not in Man that | 
walketh to direCt his Steps, we 

: muſt 
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muſt wait to feel our Deliverer 
to work in us, and for us, of 
his own.good V Vill and Plea- 
{ure, DireQing' us by his Law, 
and Inabling us by the Power 
of his Spirit, to work out our 
Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling ; ſo that it is not of himg 
that wills, nor of him that runs, 
but of God: that ſheweth- Mer- 
cy ; weare Exhorted ſo to-run; 
that we may obtain according 
& to the Apoſtles ſaying;  Thoreh 
T al! ran, bat one Recerweth the 
Price, x Cor. 9.24. This one 1s 
the True Believer ( Perſonated 
in one, viz. Chriſt his Head 
whoſe Hope, Truſt and *Con- 
fidence_ is in- his Helper and 
Neliverer; it 1s written in - 
ſaiah 28. 16. Thus ſaith the 
A 4 Lora 
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Lord, Behold T lay in Zion for 


a Foundation, a Stone, a Tried 
Drone, a Precious Corner Stone, 
a ſure Foundation; he that Be« 
lieveth ſhall not make hafte. T his 
{ure Foundation, precious Cor- 
ner. Stone, 1s our Bleſſed Lord 
gCbrift ; happy are all they that 
come to him, build upon him, 
and abide with him that never 
fals. | 
Thus we may obſerve tw 


ways known by their differing 


Powers and: Natures, the One 
Chriſt, the Kingdom of God 
in our Minds; the other, Satan 
in our Fleſhly V Vills or Mem- 
bers ; the one Light, the other 
Darkneſs, the one High and Ho- 
ly, the other Low and Senſual. 


Now 
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Now all that have heard the 
Call of God, and have believed. 
therein, and are awakened un- 
to Righteouſneſs, that 15, have 
a Spiritual Senſe and Feeling 
of God, muſt come out of this 
low ſenſual V Vay of Self and 
Self-working ; and inſtead of, 
being led and acted by their © 
own Natural Powers of Fleſhly 
VVill and VViidom in which 
{ Satan Builds, they muſt come 
| down to this ſure Foundation, 
viz, C hriſt in them, and feel the 
Power of nis Life to Lead and 
Ad them ; that is, they muſt 
incline their Minds Inwardly 
unto his Divine Word of Faith 
and Law of Spirit and Life in - 
them, which is Quick and Pow- 


erful, &c. and is a Diſcerner of 
the 


| 


(10) 
the Thoughts and Intents of the 


Heart, whereby their Souls | 


were firſt quickened and made 
alive, and Faith wrought in 


them, by which Faith the Spiri- 


tual Senſes of the Soul are 


Exerciſed towards God, where: 
4Þy they-fee-him that is Inviſt- 
ble, by which the Holy An- 


cients endured, and did all 
thoſe mighty things made 


Mention of in the Author {| w 


to the Hebrews, Having an Eye 
to "the Recompence of Reward ; 
and this Faith being thus 
wrovght in them, by the Ope- 
ration of God, muſt be daily 
kept to, and in, that they may 
know and witneſs a dividing 
betwixt Soul and Spirit , | be- 
twixt the Soul and its old Na- 

; tural 
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tural and Senſual Power of. 
working in 1ts Fleſhly V Vil 
andWiiſdom i in which the Devil 
Rules; and itsNew and Heaven- 
ly Power; which it receives by 
Faith thr ough the Impreſſion 
of the Divine Nature of Chriſt 
therein ; which as the Souls 
comes to behold, it will be Af- 
fected with its Beauty ; and 
keeping in the Love thereof, 
will witneſs a be Ng changed 
nto-its likeneſs from 'one De- 
Sree of Glory to another ; 4nd 
ſo the old comes to be pur off, 
and the new Man put on, 
winch 1s Created after the 
Image of God in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs; theſe things 
are of great V Veight and Con- 
cern to all that are true Tra- 
vellers 


( 12 ) 
vellers towards God's Heavenly | 
Kingdom of Reſt and Peace, to jthe 
Experience in themſelves ; for | 
want whereof many have been 
held in fore Boxdage and Capti- | 
vity,under hard Labour and-Ser- | 

- Vitude many Years, and have | 
' not been able to attain to what jQ: 

' their Souls have long Deſired 
and Travelled for (v:z. ) Spirt- | 
tual Freedom and Deliverance | 
from Si» and Death, becauſe 
they have not been Rightly Ex- |Þ 
eraſed in ſtriving, whilſt our [ied 
of the Paith, which alone can 
give the Vittory, ard without 
which *tis impoſſible to pleaſe God; 
ſuch inſtead of attaining to the 
divine Knowledge of the Truth, 
have attained only to a Notion 


and Comprehenſion thereof in || 
their | 


C42) 
to itheir Earthly Minds, who have 
or jnot waited to Receive it” by 
2n IFaich into a Spiritual renewed 
t; Mind and Heart ; which Faith 
r- lis the Gift of God, and is 
ve Iwrought by him through the 


at {Quickening of the Soul to an « 


2d IExerciſe of Spiritual Senſe and 
j- [Feeling of the Power and Vir- 
ce jtue of his Truth, by which 
falone the Soul is made Capa- 
ble of receiving the true Know- 
ledge thereof, and- a fit Veſſel 
to retain 1t. So here is a dif- 
ference between a Living and 
Spiritual Knowledge, - and a 
Dead, Natural, Fle{hly Knows- 
edge: The one gives Victory, 
the other leads into, and leaves 
in Bozdage; the one 1s attained 
by Faith into a New and Spi- 
ritual 


( 14) 
ritual Life,the other is gathered 
by a Fleſhly Senſe and Com- 
prehenſion into the old corrupt 
Nature, which is not the pro. 
per Organ of Reception of the 
Frue and Saving Knowledge 


of God, and the things that 


* appertain to his Heavenly 
Kingdom, I's. rhe old Bottle 
that is not fit for the New Wine 


of the Kimedom ; Make the Tree 
Good, ſaid Chriſt, and his Fruit | 


Ggod ; or elſe make the Tree Cor- 
rupt, and its Fruits Corrupt, 
Of one of theſe all are, and ac- 
cordingly muſt he Denomina- 
ted, and the Tree is known 
by its Fruits ; we were all by 
Nature of the Corrupt Tree, 
or W1ld Olive, and cannot be 
made good, but by being cut 


of 
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off and Grafted anew, contra- 


|ry to Nature, into the good 


Olive Tree, which is Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Root and Off-ſpring 
of Dawia, the Bright and Morn- 
iog Star, the A/pha and Omega, 
the Foundation of the Prophets: . 
and Apoſtles: Viho, being' 
thus inwardly Experienced and 
Acknowledged to be. laid by 


{| God in 2/02, a Sure, Elect and 
| Prectous Corner Stone, the 


Way, tne Truth anc Life, ac- 
cording to his own Bleſſed Te- 
ſtimony of himſelf in John 14. 
6. and that no May cometh to 
the Father but by him: The 
Compleating of all our Happi- 
neſs conſiſts in coming unto 
him, abiding with him, or 
building upon him ; for as 

| Chriit 
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(16) 
Chriſt ſaid, Without me ye ran 
ao nothing, John 15. 5. It is not 
in Man that Walketh to dire 


his Steps, Jer. 10. 23. And if 
a Man cannot dire&t his own | 
Steps aright, how ſhall he di- | 
reCt the Steps of others, which 
leads me to Expreſs ſomething | 


that Lives and Reſts upon my 


Spirit to Friends of Truth, 
Concerning the Diſcharge of ; 
our- Chriſtian Care and. Duty | 


towards others, more particu- 
larly our Tender Off-ſpring, 
from a true Scnle of the ſtri& 
Relation that Exerciſe neceſſa- 
rily hath to a Spiritual Ability 
from God, to a right Perfore 


mance thereof. 


And therefore, Friends, more 


particularly you who are Pa- 


rYerts 


EY 


CTY). 


| rents of Children, a few things 


hath opened in my Mind, to 
Recommend to your Confider- 
ation, touching this great Duty 
of Educating our Children in 


|- the Loveand Fear of God, by 


the Power and Influence of his 


| Blefſed Truth : VVe know 


God hath ſo Manifeſted his 
Light and Truth in us, that 
the Devil hath not been able 
to Extinguiſh it, or Obliterate 
the Certain Senſe and Experi- 
mental Knowledge of its Te- 
{timony in our {elves : And 
therefore he hath, and doth. 
uſe his utmoſt Endeavour to 
do it in our Off-ſpring,- and 
deprive them of the. Benefit of 
our Faith, by leſſening our Zeal. 
for the Truth ;. and. thereby 

; B Our 


3 
our Spiritual Love and Care 
for them, and by this means he 
lropes to obtain his erid in the 
ſucceeding Generations, viz. 
to lay waſte the Bleſſed Teſti- 
mony thereof in the Earth ; 
but our God beholds his ſecret 


' VVorkings, and doth, and will 


open the Eyes of his Children 
and People, to ſee and eſcape 
hts Snares, and enable them to 
Reſiſt and Diſappoint all his 


V'Vicked Purpoſes againſt his 


Flock and Heritage, who hath 
all Power and'Sufficiency to do 
whatſoever pleaſeth him, and 
will Accompliſh his VV in 


all th6ſe that Love and Fear | 


him, now henceforth and for 
ever. Such is the Power and 


Prevalency of the Truth, that 
as 
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as in the Days of Chriſt's Ap-= 
pearance in the Fleſh, the De- 
vils wereſubjet; and made to 
confeſs to him ; ſo hath'ir been 
in our Day : But the Righte- 
ous then were Exhorted, not 
to Rejoyce therein, but rather 
that ther Names were wnitten 
in the Lamb's Book of Life ; 
and fo 1t 1s now : And this 1s 
the Souls only Happineſs, For- 
ireſs ,aud Security from Danger 


for ever. 


Now hereinto'-we muſt all 
come and abide for our ſelves, 
and hereby (as we ought ) we 
{hall be enabled to be helpfu] 


. to others, ' eſpecially our tender 


Off-ſpring that "God hath' Ble{-' 
{ed us with, whom he Loves 
and Delights to do good unto :; 
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and for that end hath beſtowed 


them upon us, and given us 
the Knowledge of his Truth, 
that we may Miniſter it to 
them, and preſent them to God 
thereby ; that 1s, by the Power 
and Virtue of his Truth, to 
ſeaſon their Hearts and Minds 
with the Love and Fear of 
God, as ts ſaid before, in their 
tender Years, that as.they grow 
up they may be fitted and, pre- 


pared to meet the Lord, and. 


to. kngaw him mm themſelves, 
by the ſweet Influences of him 
through us. their dear Parents, 
and ſo ſhall we be Inſtrumen- 


tal to bring them unto Chriſt,: . 


who ſaid, Suffer little Chilayen 


to come unto me; and forbid them 
not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaxven, Mar.10.14. 


Now . 
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| - Now this is a Spiritual 
| Work, and therefore requires 
a Spiritual Capacity and Abi- 
lity, Rightly to perform-1t, and 
this Capacity is not of Man, 
; nor in the Will and Time of 
| Man, but of God; and there- 
| fore to be. fought for, .and 
| waited. for from him, from. 
| whom every Good and Perfect 
| Gift cometh, and in whoſe 
| Hand are: the Times and Sea- 
| ſons: And unteſs we are thus 
Exerciſed and Qualified, what- 
ever other Abilities of VViſ- 
dom and Knowledge we have 
attained to, and are exerciſed 
. |in, we ſhall fall ſhort of a right 
Performance of this. great Duty 
towards our :Children, of be- 
[gettiog them to God ; it was 

a 
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a right Concluſion in Solomos, | 
Expreſſed in his Prayer to God ! 


for Wiſdom ; viz. Tho? a Man 
be never fo Perfect amonzſt the 
Chilaren of Men, yet if thy Wiſdom 
be not with him, he ſhall be nothing 
Repgazaed, Book of Wiſc 9, 6. All 
our Power and Sufficiency to 
act and do for God, is of him, 


and from him, how then can we : 
dothe Work of the Spirit with- ' 


ont the Spirit of God ? It is the 


Spirit of God that begers to | 


him, and if -weare- not -begot- 


ten thereby, or do not continue | 


therein, how can we perform 
the Works thereof which are 


Spiritual; ſurely - none :can;?: 
Fleſh and' Spirit. are contraty- 
each to other, and have differ! 


ing Powers as well as Fruits 
and 


x 
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| | and Effects; and the Tree is 
1 {known by its Fruits, if the 
. [Tree be Corrupt, the Fruits 
{will be Evil; and though the 
Cry ſhould be Lord, Lord, it 
will not give an entrance into 
; Chriit's Kingdom, if the Will 
of. his Father be not done, 
- {which is in Heaven, no more 
; will the Do&rine of Truth, 
[Truth beger to God, unleſs it" 
\{pring from the Life and Power 
of Truth in our ſelves; that is, 
Junleſs we fo. Live as to obtain 
Entrance into God's Kingdom 
for our ſelves; how ſhall we 
nelp to bring our Children 
aereinto : No, on the contra- 
, 1f our Fruits be Evil, our 
"ree 1s Corrupt and. hinders 
hem, For he that is not of me, 
ſaid 
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faid Chriſt, is againſt me, and he 
that gathereth not with me, ſcat- 
tereth abroad: And of ſuchit may 
be truly faid,they ſufter not their 
Children to come unto Chriſt 


that he might Bleſs them, and } 
tho? not in Words, yet by their |. 
Deeds they forbid them; and fo. | 


are unlike the Bleſſed Example 
of Abraham, the Father of the 


he, 


Faithful, of whom it was ! 
ſaid, Ger. 18. 19. 1 know him | 


that he will Command his Chits | ti 


aren and his Honſehold after him, 
and they ſhall keep the Way of the 


I:ittl, 


Lord, &c. Whereby we may | Opi 


obſerve, that Abrahams Care,. | 
Hel; 


in this Reſpect, was attended 
with the Word of Faith, which 
was a Word of Powet and” 


Command, which had a Bleſſed 


Effet, | 


not 


Tenr: 


Inta 
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1 EffeQ,, and was the Reward of 
| his Faithfulneſs to God; and 
[if we be like-minded, and 
- | follow his Example, the: Lord 
| will be with us to Abilitate and 
| Furniſh usfor the EffteQting the 
fame good Work by us, which 
| Spiritual Ability from God, is 
| my Earneſt Deſire we 'may all 
| wait upon him for, who hath 
; Promiſed to give his good Spi- © 
| rit to them that ask him. 
| And now as to the State of 
| little Children, it may be the 
| Opinion of ſome, that they are 
| not Capable of receiving the 
Help and Benefit of their Pz- 
rents Faith, by Reaſon of their 
'| Infancy, or ſmall Age and 
Time; and hence may be the 
more Indifterent, as to an Ez riy 
C Caie 


( 26. 
Tarefor their coming to Chriſt, 
not conſidering them - as fit 


Members of his Kingdom : But 


leeing our Lord Chriſt, in the 
Days of his Fleſh, hath taught 


us otherwiſe by his own Bleſſed . 


Example, in the Caſe of the 
little Children ; which aceord- 


1g to Lake I'S, were Infants 


that was brought unto him, 
when he came into the Coaſts 


of Judea beyohd Jordan, Mat. 
19.13. and Mar.10.i3. That he 
might lay his Hands upon them, 


3* touch them ; we Read not 
that it was for any outward 
infirmity they had ; wherefore 
Chriitts Diſciples ( not ſeeing 
into the Myſtery of the Lord's 
\Vays and Doings) Rebuked 
ct that brovehr them ; 

which, 
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: Which, had they been Diſcaſed, 
| we may ſuppoſe they would 
not have done, becauſe we find 
not that they did it in ſuch 
| Caſes to thole of Riper Years. 
 } But when Jeſus ſaw it, it is ſaid 
! in Mark 10. he was much diſ- 
| pleaſed, and ſaid anto them, Sufe. 
; fer the little Children to come 
| ento me, and forbid them not, 
' for of ſuch is the Kjnedom of 
| Hdeaven: Verily 1 ſay unto you, 
| whoſoever ſhall not receive the 
| KRyngdom of Heaven as a little 
; Child, he ſhall not enter therein : 
| Which Saying of Chriſt is of 
| great Weight, and carries deep 
Inſtruttion to us, if duly Con- 
ſidered. It plainly Teaches, 
' * not only that Chidren are Ca- 
| pable of Receiving the King- 
dom, and that their Way of . 
| Co Re- 


a” 
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Receiving is Right ; but that' 


there may Ee a wrong Way of 


Receiving of it by 'thoſe of 


 Riper Years, which ſhuts out 
of the Kingdom. It therefore 
greatly Concerns us all, Right- 
ty to Conlider how little Chil- 
dren Receives the Kingdom, 
that we may prove and tr 

our* ſelves thereby : We al 
know -that little Children are 
not very Capable of Exerciſing: 
the Rational Faculty of their 
Souls; conſequently are not 


fo Capable, after that manner, 


to receive the Kingdom,whence 
we may infer, they had ano- 
rher, better, and more excel- 


lent Way of Receiving it, ſce- | 


izg their Way 1s Commended 
ro us for an Examplz ; for 
tough it be grantec;, that the 
knows» 
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Knowledge we attained to, by 
the right Exerciſe of our Senſes 


and Reaſon, as we grow in 


Years, is as a School- Maſter to 
bring us unto Chriſt ; yet the 
Right Receiving of him, .15 by, 
= into a-New and. Spiritual 
Life, that is begotten and quick- 


ned in the Soul by him. 


Now as the Souls of Men 


and Women are Capable of 


this New Life, ſo are the Souls 
even of little Children, being 


of the ſame Excellent Frame, 


according to Meaſure, and.are 
endured with a more Divine 
Capacity of Knowledge, than 
what is, or may be attained to, 
by the Rational Faculties only, 
and that is the Capacity of its 
New Life it Receives from 

C 3 -- Chritt, 


(30) 


Chriſt, as in a Seed which gives 


us Spiritual Senſation of the 
Viſtts and Touches of the Spi- 
rit, which Influences and Opens 
the Spiritual Eye and Ear, to 


See and Hear a Beauty and 


Harmony in the Divine Na- 
ture,.and Original Good, which 
is God ; whereto- they, viz. 


Little: Children, may be Ex-' 


Cited by the Communication of 
Spirit, in the Reaches forth of 
the Love and Life of Truth 
 Miniſterially and Inftrumental- 
ly to them, before they are ei- 
ther Capable of receiving In- 
ſtruction by Word or Doctrine, 
or giving an Account of that 
Beautiful Image of Light, and 
Life,and Truth,they ſee and feel] 
in their Minds ; and this 1s in 

a 
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| 2 good Meaſure to be ſeen and 
{ obſerved in ſome very little * 


SD 


Children, and is 'the Work of 
God upon them, ' and the Way 
they Receive his Heavenly 
Kingdom, . by Participation of 
the Blefltng of - the Divine 
Nature and Spirit.of Chriſt for 
It 15 faid Mark 10. 16.. That 
Chriſt took the little Children up 
in bis Arms, put his Hands upoz 
them, and Bleſſed them, Here 
1t may. be obſerved, that we 
Read nor that Chriſt ſpoke any 
Words unto them ;- it 1s Pro- 
bable they were not Capablc 
of Receiving much Inftruction 
that Way, and yet were Capa- 


ble of Receiving the Bleſſing of 


his Spirit, and the Kingdom 
therein: And if this was, 1s, and 
GC 4 may 
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may beſo with little Children, 
how /much more Senfibly 
ought 1t to be Witneſſed and 

Experienced by thoſe of Riper 

Years, But if we who are at- 

rained to the fulneſs of Years, 

and extent of the Exerciſe of 

the Rational Powers and Fa- 

culties- of our Souls, ſhall con- 
tent our ſelves with what we 
can gather in, of the Con- 
victions of Truth upon our 
Underſtandings, and not Re- 
ceive the Kingdom 'thus as lit- 
tle Children, by the Vifits and 
Touches of Jeſus, which quick- 
ens our Souls to God, whereby 
we come to be Regenerated 
and Born again of his Spirit, 
and made Partakers of his Di- 
vine Nature, we can 1n no 
wiſe 
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wiſe enter into the Kingdom 
God ; and if we enter not the 
Kingdom our ſelves, how ſhall 
we be helpful to bring our Chit 
dren thereinto?2 No, we can- 
not ; but, as I faid before, are 
hinderers of them. 

Great hath been, -and 1s, the 
Difadvantage,that theChildren 
of many Friends have and do 
ly under, for want of the Spt- 
ritual Help of their Parents 
Faith and Exerciſe therein to- 
wards God for them, efpecially 
for the firſt Times and Years 
of their Life, wherein they are 
Capable of Receiving early Im- 
preſſfions of Good; and for want 
thereof, the Evil many times 
takes place,and fills their Minds, 


and Renders them more Unfit 
| and 
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and Uncapable for a Right Re- : 
ceiving of the Kingdom of God; 


for as they grow in Years, they 
grow and increaſe in Natural 
Underſtanding, and Exercites 
of theirRational Powers and Fa- 


culties, and get into a Compre- 


henſion or Notion of the Truth, 
which if it be not accompanied 
with a Divine and Spiritual 
Senſe and Feeling of the Love 
and Life of God in the Tnner- 
moſt part of the Soul, and a 
Real Confourmity thereunto ; 


though they may Receive the 
outward Knowledge of the | 


Truth in the Firſt Birth, and 
grow Rich and Wiſe in 
Profeſſion, they do, and will 
fall ſhort of entering into God's 
Kingdom :; And this 1s the _ 
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of too many of Friends Chil- 
dren Profeſſing the Truth. ; 


| who,perhaps, make an outward 


Shew of Conformity thereto, 
but do not Receive it into the 


: Right Ground, the Good and 


Honeft Heart ; fo bring not 
forth Fruit to God's Glory, by 
which alone the Entrance 1s ob- 
tained into the Kingdom. - 
Having Premiſed theſe things 


concerning Children, and the 


neceſſity of a Right and Spirity- 
al Frame im their Parents, for 


| their Profitable Education, T 


tenderly Recommend it to all 
Friends that have Families of 
Servants and Children, that 
they ſeek the Lord, and wait 
upon him for Wiſdom and Spt- 


_ ritual Ability in themſelves, that 


they . 
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to that Degree of Soul in their 
Servants and Children, where- 
4n God is felt and witneſſed to 
Appear and Work for their Re- 
demption and Salvation; I have 


UI1L, 
tual Life in God. 

That which I have further 
to Communicate and Recom- 


| 


they may be enabled to reach | 


=——_ 


ag; ſhewed what that 1s, ' 
he Souls New and Spirt- ' 


mend, and hath been long upon ' 


my Mind, for a Remedy to help 
forward the Work of the Lord 
in the Souls of all both Parents 


and Children,hath a ſtrict Rela» ' 


tion to Practice, and that 1s, 


For as much as our Children 


are Capable of being Members 
of Chriſt's Kingdom by com- 
ing unto him ; let us uſe all 

our 
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' our Endeavour to bring them 
/ to him, that he may lay his 
' Holy Hand upon them, and 
Bleſs them, and that whilſt; 


they are little. 


And for as much as the right . 


doing of this Requires. a Spiri- 


tual Frame, and Heavenly Ca-- 


pacity in us, who are Parents, 
as is before obſerved, and this 
cannot be otherwiſe attained, 


unleſs God give it : Let us ſet, 
apart ſome time to wait upon - 


him in our Famihes, and a- 
monglit ' our Children for this 
End, and the Lord will Bleſs 
our Endeavours, if we be true 
and ſincere to him therein, and 
to Excite us the more to ſuch 
Family- Mcetings, Let us Con- 


 fider who have great Families 
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(35 ) 
of Servants and ſmall Children 
( eſpecally in the Country, 
where Publick Meetings of the 
Lord's: People and' Servants are 
frequently at _ Diſtances ) 
that ſuch ſmall Children can 
rirely, if at any time, be pre- 
ſent ; by which means the Op- 
PRnnny and Benefit the 
ſhould Reap by Meeting = 
their Dear Parents, in the Af- 
ſemblies of God's People, is for 
the firſt Years of their Life loſt, 
which, if duly Conlidered, is: 
a-great Diſadvantage, with 
Reſpect to its Conſequence , 
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both to Parents and Children; , 


for as Iroz ſharpens Tron, ſo. 
doth the Countenance of a Man. 
his- Friend ; and if rhis be true 
1n the Gzneral, as is moit cer- 
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{ tain, Muſt not the Heayenly 


by 


Defire and Influences of good' 
Parents, in the Love of God, 


| for and towards their tender 
| Off-ſpring, at ſuch Times and 
; Seaſons, be greatly Prevailing 


: with him for a Bleſſing, an 


with them to a Senſe.and Love 


of Truth'( which Includes all 


| that is Good) in their tender. 
; Years, before the Impreffions 


. of Evil fill their Minds, as is 


before obſerved, ſeeing they are 


+ and muſt be allowed to be Ca- 


pable very Early of Good, as 


| well as of Evil Impreſſions ? It 


is therefore tenderly Recome 


mended, as a Supplement to the 


afore-mentioned Defe&t, that 
ſuch Parents do ſet apart ſome 
time, as they ſhall ſee meet = 

tne 


(-40 ) 
the Wiſdom of God, to meet 
with their Children and Ser- 
vants.in their own Families, to 
wait upon him for the Bleſſing 
of his Sweet and Comfortable 
Preſence, to. be with, and a- 
mongſt them, "which will Ena- 
| ble them to give Inftruftion in 
Meckneſs and Wiſdom, and 
Govern in Righteouſneſs and 
Truth, ro the Quickening and 
Nouriſhin the tender Seed of 
God in their Children, and Edi- 
fication of all therein, to the 
Praiſe of his Name, that hath 
Called us; and to the Peace, 


Joy and Happineſs of our Souls 
k | 


r ever. 

And now, as to you little 

Children, the Off-ipring of Be- 

lieving Parents, who have o_ 
litt 
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little Natural Knowledge, you 
are nevertheleſs Belaved of 


God, not only becauſe he Made 


and Created you, but for the 
fake of his only, Beloved Son 
Chirſt Jefus, whom he ſent in- 


' to the World to fave and deli- 


ver you from Sin and Death, 


and thereby make you his Chil- 


dren; whoalſo himſelf Loves 
you, in that he gave himſelf to 
Dye for you, that he might Re- 
deem you to God, whereby 
you are beheld Innocent and 


| Lovely in his fight, who de- 


lights to Bleſs you, and knows 
how to. Communicate to you 
Spiritual Knowledge, and make 


you fit for his Kingdom, who 


taid, ' Suffer little Children to 
come unto meganudforviaulen nor, 
D for 
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\ forof ſuch is the; Kingdom, of 


Heaven, Thus whilſt you are 


Innocent, you are Beloved of . 


God and of Chriſt, and are alfo 
Beloved of ug Feople, and are 
Accounted a 


love God in yaur Minds, who 
have thus Manifeſted his Love 
to you, tho? you-can'Speak but 
little of him, you may have a 
Senſe and Feeling of him by his 
Viſits and Touches of you, by 
his Spirit, Lifeand Love 1n your 
Souls, and you may fee and be- 
hold him in his Appearance 1n 
your: Parents and others, whoſe 
Souls Loves God, and whoſe 
Minds areTInward and Spiritual 
to. hims. they will-bave a Sweet 


and 


Eſteemed of | 
them good little Friends, if you .- 
continue in-your Innocency, and. 


"theſe Fruits of hi 
Love him and his Appearance, 
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CE: Innocencys Meek- 
nefs and Sobriety, whe other 


Heavenly Virtues, whereby you 


w : God, by 


may come to 
is Spirit, and 


and Manifeſtatijpn of his Soh 
Chriſt Jeſus in you, in Holineſs, 
Righteouſneſs and 'T ruth, to 
the Sanctifying your Heartsand 
Minds, that as you grow 1n 


Years, and increaſe in Natural 


Knowledge, you may grow and 
increaſe, in Divine and Spiritual 
Knowledge, by. being made Par- 
takers of the Bleſſing of Chriſt 
that Quickens your Souls. to. 
on. ſo. wall hats Pat ents take 
£595 — > CN 0% _ 


7 ANHIERE upon 
toa' Love of, Spiricual- 
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you to love A [Opportuni- 


Incline; 


toimtheet, with them to wait upon 


Chri 
come to him, and to be taken up 
.#-. <Ipto his Arms, .and Receive the 
$** Bleſſi ing from him, who will de- 
. tight to fill your Souls with. his 
Goodneſs, whereby your Love will 
be renedita ro him, and you fitted 
for kis Heavenly. Kingdom , and 
eater thereto z..that' this may be 
the Care and. Portion of all God's 
People and Children; ls the Hear- 
ty Defire of yanr Frierd that Loves 
"you, and Wifhes the Well-fare of 
ail, both Parents and Chttdren, 
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ties to be with the'Lord's People, 


_ im, for the Viſits: and Touches of _ 
bs 5 AR thy: you may, know 
to come fo. you, and you toy 
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